












Hazard Who Could Be 

Harmed?

Risk Control Measures

Scissors causing cuts Learners, staff Low Use child-safe scissors where appropriate. Demonstrate correct use. 

Store safely when not in use.

Hand tools (Level 3) Learners Med

ium

Only trained learners use tools. Follow Make & Grow traffic light tool 

system. Adult supervision required.

Powered tools (Level 3) Learners, staff Med

ium

Adult or trained instructor only. Wear PPE. Maintain safe working 

distances.

Splinters from timber Learners Low Inspect timber before use. Sand rough edges. Wear gloves if 

appropriate.

Lifting timber Learners Low Use suitable sized timber. Demonstrate safe lifting techniques.

Flying wood dust Learners Low Sand in well-ventilated area. Wear safety glasses. Dust masks if 

extensive sanding.

Soil and compost Learners Low Wash hands after handling. Cover cuts. Avoid touching face.

Allergic reactions to 

plants

Learners Low Check allergies beforehand. Avoid known allergens. Have first aid 

available.

Water spills Everyone Low Clean spills immediately. Keep walkways clear.

Trip hazards Everyone Low Store materials neatly. Keep working area tidy.

Sharp screws or nails Learners Low Count materials before and after. Store safely. Supervise use.

Manual drilling/screwing Learners Low Demonstrate correct technique. Secure workpieces where possible.

Poor behaviour around 

tools

Everyone Med

ium

Clear behaviour expectations. Remove tools immediately if unsafe 

behaviour occurs.

Infection from dirty 

recycled containers

Learners Low Wash and disinfect containers before use.

Pinch points when 

clamping

Learners Low Demonstrate correct clamp use. Adult supervision.

Fire (electrical tools) Everyone Low PAT-tested equipment. Visual inspection before use. Keep liquids 

away from electrical equipment.
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